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his first degree, schools like Howard Uni-
versity in Washington, DC, where Carter 
Woodson was dean of the College of Lib-
eral Arts. 

Our historically Black colleges and uni-
versities opened the door to knowledge 
when other doors were barred. And today, 
they offer exciting opportunities to young 
people to contribute to their country. 

February is a month rich in important 
anniversaries. It is the month in which 
Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass 
were born, two men, very different, who 
together ended slavery. It is the month of 
the birth of W.E.B. DuBois, whose elo-
quent histories opened our country’s eyes 
to its own past and possibilities, and of 
the birth of Rosa Parks, who courageously 
refused to yield to injustice on a Mont-
gomery, Alabama, bus. 

Today, we are fighting for freedom in 
a new way and on new battlefields. And 

we continue to press for equal opportunity 
for every American here at home. We want 
every American to be educated up to his 
or her full potential. We salute the accom-
plishments of our historically Black colleges 
and universities. And I hope all Americans 
will draw inspiration from the message of 
Black History Month. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:30 a.m. 
on February 7 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
February 9. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
February 8 but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. The National Afri-
can American History Month proclamation 
of February 1 is listed in Appendix D at the 
end of this volume. 

Statement on the Death of Princess Margaret of the United Kingdom 
February 9, 2002 

Laura and I are deeply saddened to learn 
of Princess Margaret’s death. Princess Mar-
garet was a proud mother and grandmother 
whose compassion and support for charities 

helped better the lives of many in need. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with her chil-
dren, grandchildren, and the entire royal 
family. 

Remarks at the Medical College of Wisconsin in Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
February 11, 2002 

Well, thank you very much, Tommy; I 
appreciate your introduction. Your heart 
may be in Wisconsin, but you’ve got to 
keep your address where it is right now. 
[Laughter] I’m counting on you. He’s doing 
a fabulous job. I love Wisconsin for a lot 
of reasons. One, you produced Thompson. 
I love you so much I even come in the 

winter, which is hard for a Texan. [Laugh-
ter] 

It is an honor to visit this distinguished 
place of learning which trains so many out-
standing physicians. I happen to know 
something about Wisconsin doctors. I’m 
pretty familiar with them. After all, the 
White House physician is Colonel Richard 
Tubb, raised right here in Wisconsin. He’s 
not only a fine doctor; he fortunately got 
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